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Who would have guessed 3 certainly not us - that the
lure of fish and chips and a quiz would grab so many of
you that we would have to turn people away because of
limitations of space? The nor mal course of events at
our socials is that right up to the last minute, we are
desperately phoning around to boost numbers for fear

of not being able to cover our costs.

Not so on Wednesday, 26 " October when the Hall was
pulsing with eager quiz -goers desperate to beat their
fellow contestants in the Battle of the Brains! We

were almost at fever -p /i t ch when eeeee
chips arrived - early! The best laid plans, and all that.

It wasa fun eveni ng and many o

must do it again some t | ridéubnot just yet!

/| nst ead, we [ nvite you
AN AFTERNOON OF GATEAUX & GAMES p o\
on Wednesday, 8" February 2012 s
2.000m 84.30pm « )

at the Blandford Parish Centre

Full details and invitations will be sent in January, together with
your subscription renewal form, and all we ask is that you  book by
the 1st February as the refreshments have to be ordered in
advance.
Please put the date in your diaries d now
Remember d space is limited () so J first come, first served!
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CHAIl RMANGS NOTES

Is it really that time of year again? Since our last Newslette ‘
September the autumn leaves have been raked up, the locaa%

have ed& rticé&kat edad, t h e oobhied amafi e be
aaahed at and now we are well and truly into the run ug®."

Christmas. Where has the year gone?

We have certainly had a busy and successful year at Blane -

& District U3A, with now o : > mb e

members than this time lagtar) and at the time of writing, 37 interest groups. \Ate=h
all, 1 hope had the opportunity to learn or experience something new with one or more of
our interest groups, or indeéd pick up an interesting fact or twipom a talk at an Open
Meetingand to enjoythe company of fellow members and friends at a social event.

But are we doing enough? Is there a subject missing from our timetable which you woul
like to see included or are there more budding authors and avid readers out there for a ne
writing or book group? Let us know your thoughts and ideas and we will do everything
we can to move with the moddthe last thing we as a committee want to see is Blandford
& District U3A standing still or getting in a rut.

There have been a number tlanges among our intetegroups in the last few months
with some leaders unfortunately having to step down but happily others taking up the
reins. Sadly, we have lost two groups but on the plus side, we have a brand n€atcime.

up with all the latestrgup happenings in Group News.

With 2011 nearly behind us we are now looking forward to a new year and 2012 looks a
though it is going to be just as busy as the last twelve months. It is Bunb@versary
andalso the 38 Anniversary of the foundingf the U3A movement in the UKAdd to

these the not insignificanhat t e r of The Queends Di amo
Olympics and Paralympics in the summer and we are in for an interesting year. Take
look at our 18 Anniversary programme and bersuto make a ote of the dates in your
diary. See Page 9.

Two decisions takemt a reent committee meeting tcome into effect next year aee
change of membership renewal date froimJanuary to % February and the inclusion of

an extra Open Meeting at the end of Novemb@ill Jackson, our membership secretary,
hopesthat, by sending out membership renewal foimd-ebruaryafter the Christmas
rush,shewill be saved the additional work of havibtg chase wayward members for their
subscriptios! Also, we expect the additional Open Meeting in November to become a
permanent fixture and a good excuse for a@ineéstmas afternoon gébgether.

As we approach the end of the year, | wish youtedlsea s on6s gr eeti ng:¢
best wishes for a happy and healthy New Yearldodk forward to seeing you at our first

Open Meeting of 2012 on Friday'2January. Christine Iredale




THE TRUE STORY BEH!I NN QUEBEENAFR/

Mention the names Humphrey Bogart and Katherine Hepburn and most people
automatically think of the filnThe African QueenThe original story, based on fact, was
written by C.S. Forrester, published in 1935, and set in German East Africa (now
Tarzania) during WW1. It tells the story of a steam launch captain and a woman
missionary making their hazardous way down a river to attack a German cruiser in a rive
del t a. Il n 1950 a film script was compl et
began in Africa in 1951 but this was very differémm the originalnovel, as we learnt

from Kevin Patience who gave us this immensely interesting presentation.

In actuality,Forrestemwrotet hr ee di fferent endingsé | n
died in the explosion, but the Ameri catl
prisoners of war instead. For years it was thought that the novel was based on the Nav
Africa Expedition & 1915 to break the German supremacy on Lake Tanganyika.
However, recent research by author Kevin Patience, shows the original story was based
a completely different naval action in East Africa.

With the rumblings of a possible war, the German colamgamised its military defences
and when the 19148 war broke out the order was given that all-@®rman ships on
Lake Tanganyika should be destroyed. In 1914 the German cfiiges. Konigsberg
was commissioned to sail to East Africa, and presentédeattto the three ships of the
Royal Navyos East African s q,tha @arntamwarshipo | |
sank the British merchant shipity of Winchestebut acoal shortage forcedonigsberg

into an East African river to await replenishmeiitwo weeks later she sailed to Zanzibar
and sank the British warshipegasus. Konigsbengas later destroyed in the river and her
guns removed for land service. One was sent to Lake Tanganyika and mounted on tt
largest lake steamer ti@otzen The Germas now had complete mastery of the lake.

Something had to be done! One, John Lee, a hunter in Central Africa became concernt
about the German dominance on the lake and approached the British Admiralty with thi
incredible idea that a large wooden motorboat should be taken to German East Africe
overland, to avoid being attackei a journey of some 9,310 milesand once on Lake
Tanganyika mount a surprise attack on@wzenand the two other German ships. Two
motor boats were shipped aboalt tanstephan Castléo South Africaand then the
seemingly impossible journey began. They were railed from Cape Town to the Congc
where improvised roads were made for two traction engines to haul the boats overland 1
the lake. A mile long column of people helped with this venture including scores of
African women carrying water for the expedition and traction engines. Up and down
mountains they went, using animals where necessary, and eventually arrived on the lal
shore. One steamer was captured and two were sunk includiGgthenwhich was later
sdvaged and returned to service renarhemmba. Now 98 years old it is still in daily use
as a passenger cargo ship on the lake.

continued



Why the fascination with this story? Kevin told us he was brought up in East Africa and
whilst a young boy on a visit to Mombasa he found a gun outside a museum there, ar
discovered it came from thi€onigsberg. This finding sparked a lifelong interest the
German warship. Years later, with the help of a friend, and a lot of ingenuity, he now has
beautiful large scale model of tk@nigsberg.

So back to our cinema seats and a bit more about the actual film. John Huston, tr
Director, wanted to shoat entirely on locationi unusual for those days. Charles
Laughton had been suggested for the lead role, but obviously Bogart was the better choic
The filming wasdone on location at Kisangani in the Congo and in Uganda (not the river
at Wareham!), busome of the action shots, the rapids etc, were carried out in vast water
tanks at Shepperton Studios.

The boat used in the film to portray tAdrican Queenwas bought by an American and
now languishes at a Florida hotel in a sorry state.

What an athralling story of what sometimes happens behire scenes oé film, and
what better way to spend a dark winter evening than catching up once again with the boo

oraDVDofThe Af r i c WithouQhbegapooén of course! Ann Robinson

EUROPEAN LANGUAGE DIRECTIVE

The European Union commissioners have announced that agreement has been reached to adopt Englis
the preferred language for European communications, rather than German, which was the othe
possibility.

As part ofthe negoi at i ons, Her Majestybds Government congc
improvement and has accepted a {fyear phased plan for what will be known as EuroEnglish (Euro for
short).

In the first year, As o werthirly, stvieservastevdll raseive thie reds o f
with joy. Al so, the hard dAdco wild/l be repl ase:t
typewriters kan have orfewerletters.

There will be growing public enthusiasm in the sekgnear , when t he troubl esc
by Afo. This wil!/ make words | i ke fAfotografo 2

In the third year, public akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage where mc
komplikated changes are possible.ov@rnments will encourage the removal of double letters, which
have al ways ben a deterent to akurate speling.
the language is disgrasful, and they to would go.

By the fourth year, peoplewilbee septi v to steps such as repl asi

During ze fifz yar, ze unesesary fioo kan be dr
kors be aplid to ozer kombinations of letters.

After zis fifz yer, ve vil have a reBensibl riten styl. Zer vil be no mor trubls or difikultis and evrivon vil
find it ezi to understand ech ozeZe drem vil finali kum tru.
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS JPART 1

Astronomy
The group has been running since 2010, ably led by Tony Patlierdepth of
knowledge and great enthusiasm has enabled us all to feel more confident in finding ot
way round the night sky. Unfortunately, Tony is no longer able to lead us theréased
personal commitments arsaddly the group is closing for nonaswe have been unable
to find a new leader to take his place. Any offers welcoméh the meantimewe hope
for many clear night skies this winter so that we can use our newly acquired knowledge.
Other U3A members may be interested to know that the anmeM that has
proved most useful in guiding us-$Stargazing: a monthy-month guide to the Nortine
night sky by Heather Coupé&r Nigel Henbest. Published by Philip£6.99 or cheaper on

Amazon. The 2012 one is already out. Heather Rowland

Book Group

The first book after our summer br eak
read. It was very amusing in places, but had touches of pathos.

The next, 6Beatrice and Virgil 6ltwag Ye
our ninetiethbooka nd t he fir st one | coul dnot foi
written, but the context was about the holocaust and very disturbing.

Our last book thisquarted The Opposite Housmvasbalsbohard He
going. It contained numerousferences to the religions of Africa and Cuba, which were
unfamiliar to us, and provided no explanation. The book was beautifully written and

especially impressive for a twentyur year old author Janet Miller

Bridge & Scrabble I

These two groups continue to meet in the Parish Centre, Blandford at 2.00pm on th
first and third Friday of every month. Both are thriving but we do have vacancies. Both
very experienced players and beginners are welcome. A few more players would enab
us to move into the larger hall after Christm&&uld anyone be interested in joining us

to form a chess table? Jean Palmer

Computer Group

The computer group still meets on Monday afternoons at the Blandford School
reception area at aboBt25 p.m. during the autumn and spring terms. The sessions last
until 5.00 p.m. and cover basic use, advanced techniques anewstson \Word, Excel,
Powerpoint and Publisher. In addition there is some guidance on the use of the Intern
and searclengires such as Google, Ask, Bing and Yahoo! We have facilities to help total
beginners so there is no need to be shy. Note we are not able to provide any assistar
with Apple Mac systems as the School equipment is specifically pc/Microsoft.

We are currentlyunning with an average attendance of 10, daut takeup to 20
membersso anyone who feels they can benefit is welcome to come along. The teaching i
not overly formal anés Group Leader,welcome any suggestions as to areas of interest.
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Note: Group Leadedohn Reessays hemay also be able to offer help memberswith
simple problems that may crop while using a computer at home. John can be contacted
atjohn@rees3825.freeserve.co.ak by phone (See page 11).

Comedy Group- Mid 20" Century Radio

This groupmeets at myouse at 3.00 p.m. on th® Wednesday of each month. We
listen to two comedy shows with a tea/coffeedk in between, and after each episode take
the opportunityto discuss the style of comedy, the changes in format over time, and wha
made us laugh or not in each one. It is also intriguing to find out how much/little we
remember about the shows from our youth. Some of our group are young enough not
have heardhe originals of some early programs, and this can give a very different
viewpoint. Background notes to each comedy series are available for new members, ar
each time a new comedy series is introduced. The session usually finishes between 4.
and 5.00 p.m

The time period of the shows ranges over 25 years from 1943 (ITMA) to 1968
(Round the Horne) with an additional selection of (currently) 9 other series to choose
from. | am constantly working to find episodes of other series that ran during that period t
increase the variety of humour available, and would welcome suggestions from membel
for comedy that | may have missed or not know about. Note that the comedy is
deliberately limited to series that were broadcast in UK as many of the American show:

available would not have been heard originally by our members. John Rees

Craft Group |

Another three months has goaed winter approaches.uidng the year one of our
group, Betty Ward, moved to Poolgnfortunately the distance, especidhywinter, is not
conducive to travellindgpy bus- waiting in the cold forone that may or may not arrive is
not something to relish. We wish Bethyck and know that shwill make many new
friends.So, we now have a space fanyone who likes to stitcknit, or crochet, etc,

We are now busy creating articles for use, Christmas presents and decoration.
have to say there are some very talented members in our group.

On behalf of the Craft Grqumay | wish you a very happy apeaceful Christmas

andNew Year. Marie Harris

Discussion Group |

This group is thriving and, by common consent, will continue discussing right up to
Christmas! We have lots of laughs as well as serious debates BUT we constantly need ne
topics so if any of you rainy, intelligent people out there have any ideas, please let me

know! Happy Christmas to you all. Marianne Shelley

Note:Di scussion Group I i's one of this ye
U3A members are known for their aility to talk! There must be someone among you
who could gather up a sufficient number to reestablish Discussion Group Il. Please
get in touch with Marianne, or any committee member, if you feel moved to help in
this way. | t ' s a Beoolll greycdllsaancctehave alaughx er ci s e
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BUDAPEST 8 A VISIT WITH A DIFFERENCE

We hadnot realised quite how fit one ne
airport delivered us, across to the western sidne Danube and via steep and winding
roacs |, to our accommodation in the o6Budabd

our stay we did discover a variety dieapemeans toget there Apart from the rather
strenuous walk up through gardetigere was a funicular. Then, quite by accidentour
last day we found another alternativa lift, whichtook usfrom the foot of the hilto the
top, arrivingwithin the museum building.

| t wasnot unt i | the | ate nineteenth cent
linking Budaand Pest, the city became Budapes
Ger mans, who col onised the western bank,

bank.The two areas are tdiya different in character with Buda, and its castle, being the
more historical part and inevitably touristy, arile flatter, cosmopolitanPest o the
eastern bankwith its hotels, restaurants and shops. The magnificent Parliament building
Is, however, in Pest.

Although there areseveralhistorical buildings throughouthe city, a number of others
have been destroyed as a result of wars foughttbeerenturies. Many of the remaining
shelkdamageduildings bear the evideno# these battles. One that has survivedhgre
the National Archives are housedthe castlalistrict.

One of ourstriking memories was the friendliness of the people. On our lastidaygtaff
at our hotel explained how to get the Citadeby public transport, which involved using
first a tram and then a bus. We found the trams confusimdpy means of signs and a
map, weexplainedour destinationto a nonEnglish speakingpassetby. After he had
guided udgo the correct tram stognd onto the tram, he spoke to a fellow passengleis
lady stopped us gettqoff at the wrong placand,when we reached the right stop, sfos
off with us and showed us where to catch the bus that we needed.

At the military museumwe got talkingto another visitar We discovered that he was a
Hungariannow living in California with an amazing story to Ilte In December 1944,
together with somether 16-year oldcadets in his military schoohe embarked on an
odyssey that would take him thousands of miles by foot,, tséad and truck from Sumeg

in Western Hungary to near Stettin in the far north of Geynthen south through Berlin
and the therSudeten part of Germany, and eventually to Bavaria. There, in the last weeks
of World War I, they werecaptured by American forceslis diary of those timesvas

later publishedisa book-6 Al mo st a Si§rouhdCsiesernyd, by

Before leaving Budapest, if yahould feel the urge for extra exergiieen Margitsziget
Island, in the middle of the Danuhls for you. Here you can cycle or run on the purpose
built track right around the islandvery popular withithelocals.

AngelaWarsany



NEXT OPEN MEETING

Friday, 27" January 2012
in
DURWESTON VILLAGE HALL

Time Table: 2.00-2.15 Meeting, greeting and seating
2.15-3.00 Speaker
3.00-3.30 Refreshments
3.30-4.00 Announcements
Speaker: CHRIS GALE
Title: “Orchestr al Not es”

Chris Gale is a retired bassoonist with the Bournemouth Symppony
Orchestra. Working with these illustrious musiakers, he is sure p
have some intriguingnecdotes to relate and we can look forward tq|an
informative and entertaining afternoon.

Refreshments ats0P FOR TEA/COFFEE & HOMEMADE CAKE
Please payhenyoupurchaséi t 6 s easy t olllf c
Everything homemade and delicious = very good value

The break will be followed by Announcements
The BookExchangeTable will be in position as usual. Please browse, chggise
and take away bring a book(s) too please

2012 - 10" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS i DIARY OF EVENTS

Friday 27" January - Open Meeting at Durweston

Wednesday 8" February - Gateaux & Games Afternoon at Blandford P.C.
Friday 30" March - Open Meeting & AGM at Durweston
Wednesday 16™ May - Curry Evening in Blandford

Friday 29" June - Open Meeting at Durweston

Wednesday 11" July - Summer Get-Together at Durweston

Friday 28" September - Open Meeting at Durweston

Wednesday 17" October - Lunch at Castleman Hotel, Chettle
Friday 30" November - Open Meeting & Super Tea Party at Durweston



A MISCELLANY

LATEST NEWS: The new noremergency police telephone numi€Xl is now live in
Dorset and across the south wesor the rest of the UKt iwill be end of January
2012.You should now calll01to contact thdocal police to report less urgent crime and
disorder such agheft of a car, damage to property, a minor traffic accidealis cost 15p

per call, landline or mobile, regardless of the time of day or how long you are on the phon

In an emergency- ie when a crime is in progress or life is at risk you should always
dial 999.

A WISE PRECAUTION: The U3A has produced a stiff card (credit card size) on which
you record the details of who should be contacted in an emergency, together with an
medical codition you may have, and/or medication you are taking. These are free and we
have some. Contact Christine on 455113.

DID YOU KNOW that there are 820 individual U3As in the country, 107 of them in the
South West which, with 38,000 members, is the largest of the network groups. Some 60 ¢
more of these members recently met in The Exchange at Sturminster Newton, under tt
chairmanshipof Colin Tincknell, SW Region Trustee. They heard three interesting talks
with a little light diversion to discuss a new title for The U3A News. Forty were in favour
of AThird Age Matter so Havwedou@nidehs?k ed AL v

THE BOOK EXCHAN GE TABLE which we set up at every Open Meeting has grown
in popularity with the result that it is now somewhat denuded! We like seeing you go
home with an armful of books but we would also like you to bring in some of your own in
exchangéd which is whatt is all about! Would you mind us asking you not to donate old
and damaged books which have clearly been bought at a jumble sale? The idea is that y
bring some books of your own which are still in good condition but which you have
finished with. You tha hopefully exchange these for others which are new to you. TVM.

MUSEUM AND CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS The next MuseumTalk will be a Brodie
Lecture on Tuesday 2March at 7 p.m. at the Parish Rooms. The suligebte Jurassic
Coast, and the speaker will beotgist, Chris Wilson.

The Museum will be closed until the end of March, but the Railway Club and the Garder
Club will continue to meet.The Railway Club desarrange visits and in December 2011
are seeing Dunster by Candlelight, which includes a steamjturney.

The Civic Society will take a close interest in proposed developments at ASDA and Hall
and Woodhouse. Sally Woodlock

Jackie McNamara
Jackie, wife of Eamonn(the original leader of the Theatre Group), lost her fight for
life in September 2011. She was a great support to Eamonn in spite of the traumas of
her long illness. She kept cheerfully bouncing back. She will be remembered with
great affection. Sally Woodlock
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LIST OF GROUPS

SUBJECT CONTACT NAME TEL 01258
1 Art Appreciation Neil Houghton 857260
2 Book Group (Full) Janet Miller 454986
3 Bridge & Scrabble 2 Jean Palmer 450544
4 British Mythology David Shepherd 860905
5 Computer Group (autumn & spring school terms) John Rees 451673
6 Craft 1 Marie Harris 453424
7 Craft 2 Pauline Francis 452712
8 Discussion (Full) Marianne Shelley 489755
9 Dowsing ** Jessie Day 458982
10 French lan Taylor 480334
11 Gardening Christine Iredale 455113
12 Geology & Natural History Betty Gaisford 861423
13 German James Dunn 450191
14 History Group ** - local visits and informal talks Pat Ashworth 451557
15 History Research Christine Iredale 455113
16 Italian Angela Warsany 861149
17 Kites ** lan Taylor 480334
18 Latin Isabel Weiner 860179
19 Latin Beginners (Full) Gill Jackson 453376
20 Lunch Club John Draper 455356
21 Mah Jong Lynn Hawkey 455678
22 Mid-20" Century Radio Comedy John Rees 451673
23 Music Appreciation Heather Rowland 454641
24 Painting & Drawing Jessie Day 458982
25 Philosophy Val Downes 880548
26 Photography ** John Draper 455356
27 Poetry: Reading, Listening & Writing i NEW Val Hodge 07511522909
28 Recorder Auguste Shepherd 860905
29 Scrabble (Full) i see also Bridge & Scrabble 2 Shirley Lister 454748
30 Singing for Fun Rachel Cook 452641
31 Spanish lan Taylor 480334
32 Strollers John Draper 455356
33 Theatre Goers ** Thelma Wood/ 860191/
Jean Durrant 860565
34 Virtual Computer Group ** David Shepherd 860905
35 Walking Group A'i see also Strollers above John Draper 455356
36 Walking Group B Stuart McAinsh 459394
37 Writing for Pleasure (Full) Thelma Wood 860191

*THESE GROUPS MEET
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES -

Group Leaders recruiting cards.

IRREGULARLY AND DO NOT APPEAR ON THE TIMETABLE

GILL JACKSON - 01258 453376

| now have the facilities to make small quantities of Grspgcific, business card sized,
recruiting cards allowing Group Leadershand outappropriate information in a simple
form. A range of designs is available from simple to fancy. John Rees

s Pt s Pt s P P Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt P Pt P P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P P Pt P P Pt Pt P Pt ot

A seasonal conundrum:
What did the first snowman say to the second snowman?
ACan you s nméEhinkabauait) r ot s ? 0 (Christmas cracker)
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GROUPS TIMETABLE

First Monday

10:30 Singing for Fun ***

15:30 Computer Group **

Second Monday

15:30 Computer Group **

Third Monday

10:30 Singing for Fun ***

15:30 Computer Group **

Fourth Monday

15:30 Computer Group **

First Tuesday

10:00 Committedvieeting

14:00 Beginners French

Second Tuesday

11:00 Coffee at The Wheatshe
12:30 LunchClub
13:30 Craft 2

14:00 Craft 1

Third Tuesday

10:00 Philosophy

14:00 Beginnersrench

Fourth Tuesday

11:00 Coffee at The Crown
13:30 Craft 2

14:00 Craft 1
12

First Wednesday

10:00 French Intermediate
14:15 Latin

15:00 Spanish

Second Wednesday

10:00 Geology & Natural
History

10:00 Walking B

Third Wednesday

10:00 French Intermediate
14:15 Latin
14:30 Discussion

15:00 Spanish

Fourth Wednesday

10:00 Walking A

14:00 British Mythology

15:00 Mid 20thC Radio Comead?



GROUPS TIMETABLE

______________________
First Thursday
1

09:30 Iltalian
11:00 Recorder Ensemble

14:00 Mah Jong

Secondrhursday

10:30 History Research
14:00 Book Group
14:00 Scrabble

14:30 Beginners Latin

Third Thursday

09:30 ltalian
10:30 Gardening
11:00 Recorder Ensemble

14:00 Mah Jong

Fourth Thursday

14:00 Scrabble

14:30 Beginners Latin

First Friday

10:00 Writing for Pleasure
10:15 Music Appreciation

14:00 Bridge & Scrabbl2

Second Friday

10:00 German Intermediate

14:00 Art Appreciation

Third Friday

10:00 Writing for Pleasure

14:00 Bridge & Scrabble2

Fourth Friday

10:00Strollers

10:00 Germamntermediate

13

First Sunday

10:15 Painting & Drawing

Third Sunday

10:15 Painting & Drawing

** Autumn and Springchool
Term Time Only

***Alternate Mondaysi check
with leader (i.e. might be®13™ 5"
2nd 4th et()




Honorary Contact Us
Presidents

Don Herring ,\@ /\”) ‘

lan Taylor =g % (&3
f BN ey

LA

S SV

T~

Officers _ -
Chairman Christine Iredale 01258 45 5113
Vice - Chairman Gill Jackson 01258 4 53376
Hon Treasurer Christine Iredale 01258 45 5113
Hon Secretary Thelma Wood 01258 860191
Membership Secretary Gillian Jackson 01258 453376
Commiitee
Pat Ashworth 01258 451557 Social Secretary
Jean Palmer 01258 45 0544  Publicity
Ann Robinson 01929 472424  Speaker Co -ordinator
Stuart McAinsh 01258 459394
John Rees 01258 451673

Co-opted Members

Constitution Advice lan Taylor 01258 480334
Web Site Manager David Shepherd 01258 860905
Newsletter Editor Thelma Wood 01258 860191

Redwall Cottage. Lower St, Okeford Fitzpaine, DT11 ORN
Email: thelma.wood@tiscali.co.uk

www.blandfordu3a.co.uk
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MORE GROUP NEWS
History Group

On Friday 18 November, at Pat Ashworthoés hot
by Geoff Barnett to a colourful journey through the world of Gilbert and Sullivan. We
| earned how the business acume-nlasso@bertD6 O
together with the workinglass Sullivan to generate a substantial income for all three of
them once they had worked out the value of the copyright laws. Many of us beforehan
probably knew of Geoff s ent hushinaadnalsd or
met him at the recent Bournemouth G and
Lighthouse in Poole.

What | personally did not know before the talk was the depth of his knowledge, the
fact that he personally had appeared in producientar away as Preston (!) and that he
possessed considerable memorabilia covering music scores and programmes for most
the operettas. We were able to enjoy extracts chronologically from many of the operetta:
covering romantic duets and solos, majeshoruses and of course the patter songs for
which Gilbert is justifiably famous.

The talk also covered political and social satire of the time, and showed how
preseriday G and S societies try to keep the productionsoufate by incorporating
current pditical and social mores into the mogipaopriate patter songs. Veriever.

Thanks from all pesent must go to Geoff for tliene andenergy he must have

spent in putting the programme together. It was a real treat. Brian Thomas

s s s Pt Pt P P P Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P’ Pt Pt P Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt ot P Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt

HOW HAVE WE SURVIVED?

First, we survived being born to mothers who smoked and drank while they carriec
us. They took aspirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna from a can and did not get tested
diabetes. After that ttama, our cots were covered in brightly coloured {baded paint.

We ate cakes, white bread and real butter and drank cordial with sugar in but wi
were not overweight because we were alwaysiaeigslaying We played outside all day,
as long as we welgack home when the street lights went on.

When we ode out bikes, we had no helsietve rode ircars without seat belts and
air bags and we drank water from the garden tapsharced a soft drink with other
We wouldspend hours building our gmarts outof scraps andhen hurtle down the hill,
only to realizewe had no brakes! Wdid not have Playstations, Nintendos, television,
mobile phones or computerWe fell out of trees, cut ourselyésoke bones and lost teeth
but there were no lawsuits from tlese accidents. Local teams had-dots and not
everyone made the team, but those who did not had to learn to deal with disappointment.

Our generation has produced some of the besttaishrs, problem solvers and
inventors; the past fifty years have hesn explosion of innovation and new ideas. We
have freedom, failure, success aadponsibility and hae learned how to deal with it all.
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MORE NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS JPART 2

Garden Group

Our visit in August to Hilltop Garden & Nursery at Stdemovost, nr Shaftesbury,
was a lovely afternoon out in the Dorset countryside. A glorious garden with so muck
sumptuous late summer colour and, as expected, many purchases were made at the en
two hours from the welstocked nursery.

September saw éhgroup pondering winter and spring bedding for the garden,
containers and baskets, as well as the wealth of bulbs available for outdoor and indoc
planting for both colour and perfume.  The history of gardens and plants up td"the 16
century was the fac for October, with a look at the plants and garden features that were
all the rage during the Middle Ages. In November we will have conjured up message:
with flowers: a bouquet of Michaelmas Daisies and Sweet Pea sent to a kind hostes
would have tolch e r , AnFar ewel | and thank you for

of winter, but we can still dream of summer colours and scents. Christine Iredale

Language Groups

French:

Next meetings are: Beginners: Tuesday 3 January at 2.00pm

Intermediate: Wednesday 4 January at 10.00am

Spanish:

Next meeting: Wednesday 1 December at 3.00pm

Resumes after Christmas: Wednesday 4 January at 3.00pm

lan Taylor

German:

The German group now has a new Fuklaed were sad to see the departure of
Kathe Davies our previous Fuhrerin. She had put in many excellent years of service ar
had made us feel very welcome at her home.

The group is endeavourirtg master the language with the use of some technology
such as DVD, CD and computer. As we are not aiming to sit examinations, we are
concentrating on trying tespeak rather than dealing witho much grammar. | am
acquainted with a native German speakbo also teaches the lguiage. She brought her
sons up to beilingual in English/German and they could all communicate perfectly well.
However, about 12 years latehen they studied for their GCSENnd beyond, they had a
shock when they had tacklethe more intricate aspects of the grammar. We are avoiding

such a confrontation James Dunn

Vielen Dank to James for stepping into the breach to lead this group.

Latin for Beginners

This group is fully subscribed with six hawbrking enthusiastic members. We are
now just over halfway through our first text book (of three), adding to our knowledge of
vocabulary and grammar at each meeting, but we sometimes do something a litdatdiffe

by goi-migstied ft o make a change. GiClacksanl a't
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Spreading the (Latin) word é
In November, Gill had a letter published in the Daily Telegraph as part of scuparan
correspondence on the resurgenceatfrl. Here is what she wrote:

ASir, A few months ago, I found myse
group of adults in my area. Everyone had been taught at least a little Latin at school anc
was keen to take it up again. It is not easy, bcait be fun.

ALear ni n-fromdead language s mature students with our accumulated
knowledge of language and life gives a new perspective on our own and other language
and is still adding to our understanding and enjoyment. Long may it coritinue.

Much to Gill s disappoint meprtnhciithedDhetL
U3A. (He/she is probably about 250 judgefrom the poorlyconstructed sentence which
they printed in pRhacwoofdGnkeVvéswdhrad go qmrac
twice in that wayo, Gill says.

MORE NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS JPART 2

Mah Jong

Our Group has now increased to sixteen regular members which is great news
Dependent on numbers for any given session, we either meet at home or imighe Pa
Centre from 2.00p. to 5.00pm on the first and third Thursday of the month. Please conta

me if you are interested in finding out more about this group. Lynn Hawkey

Music

After very sadly losing Dorice McNally, we are delightedttive now have a new
leaderi Daphne Middletori who, although living in Salisbury, has expressed a wish to
help the Music Group continue to flourisBur first meeting with Daphne in December
was most encouraging. We will meet at Blandford Parish Camtigurei so with more

space, we are very happy to welcome new members Heather Rowland

Philosophy

This group is now well established and making good progress with our choser
book, OPhil osophy f or iDerleawed eithdebdtiyg thil dig t |
issues of life like Freedom and Liberty.

We have been very successful in attracting new members by means of my las
newsletter report, our website entry and personal contacts. We are now ten in number a
believe that the is a maximum size for our style of working. However, please contact me
if you would like to be put on a waiting list to replace anybody who dropé ouperhaps
consider starting a Philosophy 2 group? | can recommend it as a way of having fun whil

developing your capacity for critical thinking. Val Downes

Anyone for Pétanque? asks lan Taylor who knows of some local teams.
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OUR MAN IN AMERICA JRETURNS!

This is probably the most higtown contribution to the Newsletter Bome timeNorma

and lare at 35,000 ft over Hudson Bay, heading homeward through the Arctic night
among somnolent bodies. A far cry from our trip a few weeks ago, when we flew down
from Portland OR to the ghastkytschof Las Vegas- a more brash and tasteldss hde

in the desert it would be hard to imagine. There we picked up a car and set off on a 12C
mile tour of the breatteking National Parks at ZioBryce, and both Rims of the Grand
Canyon, then south to Phoenix airport (a mild 97 F)..

Thevivid colours andquaintly eroded formef Zion make it the most homely of the
canyons. Small in comparison with its neighboursfirigs white settlers were Mormons
who found it a tranquil haven, (apart from flash floods) hence its name. The valley floor is
in partsfertile and sheltered-urther up the Virgin River the valley sides are sheer and
massive... We opted for tlegular shuttle buses for transport as they run beyond the areas
where one can look and drive simultaneously....Before leavengentured up tlough the
winding mile long tunnel leading to higher paiée stopped at a viewpoint and had a
strange encounter withaachload of Chinese engineers from Shanghai who spilled out
around us, rapidly exhausted my fewsrds of Chinese and proceeded noisity
photograph us from all anglesd proximities. Luckily their guide spoke passable English,
and we escapdahck to Hurricane for the night..

Our journey to Bryce took us through the eastern part of Zion, its bright orange, red, grey
yellow stratifiedcliffs evoking frequent 'wow's. Bryde even mordizarrely weathered in
great, mainly red and pale gremphitheatres of tall pinnacledn the plateau above the
canyonat over8,000 ft we mebighorn sheep and bigared mule deer before setting off
souh to Kanab for the night en route for the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.

The terrace of the North Rim Lodge overlooks the canyon and across to the lower sout
Rim somel0 miles away as the turkey vulture flies, but 215 miles of road separate them
To glimpse the Colorado River some 4000' below amongst telikacstrata one must
negotiate 3/4 mile of steeply undulating trail to Bright Angel Point. .As we made our
way back we found ourselves under the watchful eye of a Raviygeensured that we did
notbecome dehydrated or exhausted by lack of oxygen. That evening we sat.odghe
terrace to enjoy a skyloriously free of lighipollution.

Ourjourney continued through Navajo country amongst-Beb mesas and cactuses to the
more popular and devgled South Rim. The languages heard are only outnumbered by
the number of photographs being taken. When at dusk we tried to find our hotel, which wi
believed wasear the railway from Williamswe discovered it waat Williams, 50 miles

to the south!. Wement next day exploring the canyon by shuttle bus, and the next on a
guided time walk related to the geology of the canyon, Each pace represents a billio
years. Man's time on Earth hardly measurable. Finally sunset over the canyon.

lan Taylor
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A NOTE FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Christine has mentioned in her Chairm
changed to run from®1February to 3% January.Your membership renewal form will
arrive in January and your subscriptiovhich remains unchangeshould be paid by®1
February, pleasd.here is no need to ring me up to enquire as to its whereabouts!

MEMBERSHIP OF ANOTHER U3A

This applies to dy a very few of our membersEvery year a fee of £3.50 per
member (the camtion fee) hasa be paid to National Office.This comes out of your
subscription. If you belong to another U3A, in addition to Blandford & District, could
you please enquire of the Treasurer or Membership Secreténatd3A as to whether
theypay yaur capitation fee.If they do, and you can let me have confirmation, £3.50 can
be deducted from your Blandford subscription.

Please note this is not about WHETHER you belong to another U3Apbut the
source from which your capitation fee is paid IF you do.

GIFT AID

This note is for those of you who have kindlyrsg the Gift Aid Declaration.If
you have signed it once, Gift Aid will continue to be applied/dar subscription each
year.As indicatedn the Declaration, your name will only be deleted from the Gift Aid list
we send to the Inland Revendegou confirm to me IN WRITINGhat you are no longer
eligible ie that you are no longer a tax payeit Aid is a very valuable adddnal
source of income for our U3A, but it is essential that the information given is correct.

It would bevery much appreciated if you coujive your attention to all of the above as it
will help in the smoothrunning of our administratiomany thanks Gill Jackson

Please have a look at Page 20 to read about our plans to mark al@" Annlversary
~ in rather a special way- and to learn how you can take part.

B O

SOME GOOD NEWS AT THE END OF A GLOOMY YEAR!

For anyone who may not have picked it up in the media, you will surely be delighted anc
relieved to know that the threat to discontinue the use of cheques has now been remove
In July of this year, Richard North, Chairman of the Payments Council whishthset

strategy for UK payment s, sai d: ALI st eni
the banks and following our appearance before the Treasury Select Committee, we ha
concluded we should reassure customersttitate ¢ h e g u e Demescracyilesly i n g .

We still have a limited number Bf3A 2012 diariesIn a nice cheery red cover with plenty
of useful notes, they are a bargainf&each. Contact Christine on 455113ut hurry!
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BLANDFORD & DISTRICT U3A 10 "™ ANNIVERSARY APPEAL

You will haveread on an earlier pagef our plans for marking this special Anniversary
andwe hope you likahe look ofwhat is in store. As these events approach, we will be
giving out further detailsThese are all celebrations of one sort and another for our
enjoyment and we have been discussing ways of also doing something of a more lastin
nature beneficial to the community. After much deliberation, we have reached a final
decision- to support the younger generation with a gift to them from us. The recipients we
have chosen are Archbishop Wake Primary School and TREADS.

As a charity, we are unable to make monies available from our own funds but it is hope«
that, with the help and generosity of our members and by running taditescollections
throughout2012 at our open meetings and social events, we can raise enough money |
make a differencé albeit perhaps a small differenté¢o both these organisations. It will

be us o600l diesd of t he thirdi thogeewhd ad jpsi n ¢
putting their feet on the lowest rung of the educational ladder and those from dysfunctione
homes for whom it has gone wrong. We hope you like the idea and will help all you can
* These wonot b esupedosrdffleswhiEhfwe lropejivtetnpt yoy. 6 | | b

Archbishop Wake Primary School

We met with the Head Teacher (who hadn
receptive to the idea of our taking a practical interest in the school. The scheme mo:
favoured was the plan to build an outdooratine area which has been on hold for lack of
funds. In reality, it would be little more than a raised wooden stage where, it is felt, the
children would be more free and less inhibited to take part in drama activities. A donatior
from us to kickstart ths project would be hugely appreciated. If public performances were
staged and programmes printed, menti on
support. Thelma Wood

TREADS Youth Support Group

As is well known, somainfortunate youngsters from unsupportive home backgrounds
need help from elsewher&o this endit has been decided that an achievement award
scheme for young people with social difficulties should be established in Blandférd wit
the assistance of thedads Youth Supportr@Gup. The ward would be funded, on a once
only basis, by charitable donations from the members of the Blandford & District U3A.

It is hoped that this scheme, due to mature towards the end of next year, will have th

support of all merners and that the collection buckets that appear at future open meeting:

etc. will not be ignored Any questions or comments should be aimed at the Committee.
John Rees
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS JPART 3
History Group visit to the RNLI

We met at the RNLI College in Poole and whilst waiting for our guide we were able
to look around the walls of Reception where we could read about the history of the RNL
and see photos of some of the lifeboat heroes and, sadly, some of the losses at sea.

Our guide for the next two hours was a very knowledgeable young man who was abl
to answer all our questions and made the tour very enjoyable.

The College runs many courses for RNLI volunteers and also the RY&X hire out
classrooms and conference raowhich brings in about £3,000,000 each year to the RNLI
I a very welcome amount.

We were told how the lifeboats were built in Lymington and then went to Plymouth
for fitting out. Some older models are kept in Pdoleeplace any being repaired. There
Is a waiting list of 30 volunteers at Pooleadies are now welcome as volunteers.

We were takensomewhat apprehensively, into the simuldat as the floor is static
the waves all aroudmwe ssrdidedt mSleneu ve
lifeboat to help a stricken ship, with hazards coming from all directions. One such driver
managed to drive straight into the shidter that we went to the water tank and were very
|l ucky to see a survival | esson as ¢th& tha g
volunteers in a life raft for 45 minutes with 3 different levels of wave strengtlastic
bags provided! The RNLI also hires the water tank out to TV and film companies thereby
adding to their funds.

We ended witha very enjoyable lunchihhe Ri gger 6s Restaur
over the harbour and the new bridge. The restaurant is open to the public during the wee
and is well worth a visit.

| already knew how brave the volunteers are but this tour certainly made one think
even more highyl of themi if that is possible. Pam Rees

History Research

The group continues to meet on the second Thursday of thetnto a t Chr
home and has maintained jarsuit of information about Blandford 1912. A composite
picture is coming together regarding the town itself with lots of information about trade
and industries. The development of Educational Pravis also quite well covered.uB
some subjects such as policing and gas, water and sewagroving harder to research,
but we will not be beaten!

The cottage industries have proved an interesting topic, most of us having
knowledge of Dorseébuttons,but not of glove and lace making. It has been interesting to
learn of the Hugeot connection withlace making and how vital this work was in
balancing family finances.

The Railway in Blandford is now being researched. Duthg work, we have
realised that there are many difént resources to be tappedi least of tese being oral
resources. Many of the grasipave a fund of knowledge that they are happy to share and
Blandford Museum has information available to all. A further area we are about to use i
the wealth of information in the novels of Thomas Har@ur file is building and we are
all learning and having fun in the process. Sue Murty
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS 38 PART 3 continued

Poetry Group

This brand new group has kicked off with 7 members. At the first gathering in early
Octobe, each brought along favourite poems, covering a wide range of poets and topics
many with a hint of humouw which bodes well for enlightened meets in the future. Our
scheduled meetings are now officially # Thursday of the month at 10am. For @ast|
meeting this year we will enjoy works with a Christmas theme. Val Hodge

Recorder Group
There are still four of us in this group and we meet regularly and enjoy playing
together. We are still looking for more players to joiri ysarticularly abass player but
we are aware that this wondét be easy as
are still not confident to play in public but we are working on it!
Auguste Shepherd

Singing for Fun
Very busy at this time of year. We will be singing at Whitecliff CareHome on the
afternoon of December19th. We have been invited to join the Blandford Choral Society tc
sing at the parish church at 7.30pm on Wedne&d&ypecember. Tickets £8 on the door.
Rachel Cook

Theatre

We still have two shows to see in January and February and that will be
the end of another brilliant seas at the Playhouse Salisbury. There is no limit to the
number of members we can take so do join us to see productions of the highest calibre
one of the countryodos most r enThelmm&dodt heat

Walking Grou ps

Strollers Group Numbers have increasedlittle with a couple of new members
joining us for our walk fom the Woodpecker at Spetisbury to Keynston Mill and back to
the Woodpecker for a welcome lunch.

GroupA Walk. Our last walkwas a wet one froriVinterborne Stickland up hill to
the edge of Field Grovand Broadley WoodsArriving at Fair Mile Road we decided to
take a shorter route back to the Pub to avoid another soaking only to be greeted with brig

sunshinarriving dry at the Pub for lunch. John Draper

Writing for Pleasure

Still happily scribbling away. We have contributed to an anthology shortly to be
published in aid of AMindfulo (Al zhei mer
you might like to purchase one. Thelma Wood
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS J PART 3 continued

British Mythology

The group and fourteen other U3A member
visited the CranbornéAncient Technology
Centre in September and were guided rour
the magnificent Earth House, Roman Wate
Pumps, Celtic Huts, a Roman blacksmiths an§
shop and ended with a fire making
demonstration in the Viking Longhouse. The
Centre is primarily educationala unique
facility where children live the complete
Viking or Celtic experience for a few days. If
you have not been ye
or music/story telling eveng in the Earth
House, several members have been back with grandchildren and tead dexy.

We are finishing this yeés topics with the Green Man and continuing next year with the
Arthurian tale of the Green Knight and the Oak and Holly Kings.

Al so on the agenda are A A Day i1 n the N
Dorsetsites of Myth and Mystery. David Shepherd
Geology Group

Several members of the Geology Group visited Sherborne Quarry jredphrtly led by

the Dorset Geologists Association.

Sherborne ochreoloured Sandstone has been in use dimed 2" century and is the main
building material for the Old Castle, Sherborne Abbey and most of the mediaeval anc
Georgian buildings of l&erborneThe rock was laid down in the Jurassic Period sometime
between 175 and 210 million years ago, when tha wa&s a shallow sea; ammonites,
sponges and oolites that once thrived in this sea becamedk we know as Limestone.

We spent some time looking at the varying rock layers, their texture due to pressure fror
the out ripples of the thrustiagp of SwissAlps.

A second quarry was closed off and we had to make a somewhat furtivia Wagugh a
small hole in the hedge and down a ditble other side which walsoth muddy and
slippery- worth it for one of our members who emerged holding a Brachiopathen
walkedalong a rainy Sherborne High Stredhdaunted, we found much to look at in the
walls of many of the buildings, where prominent fossils coulddsm.se building bore

a plaque dating it as T4enturyi and still the little creatures that flashedmore than

170 million years agtmoked out at us.

Another stop was made at the Abbey where a great varietyildfngustones have been
used.lt was fascinating to learn that in the™6entury tle Abbey had a thatched roof.
However, a little locatlisagreement between the Clergy and others lead to hot watds an
flaming arrows being thrownAs a result the thatch was destroyed.

Seeking to remove the image of this tale of destruction from our day, and to get out of th

rain, we retired to the neatdsashop. Jennie and Arthur Bradshaw
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WORD PLAY

The phenomenal power of the human mind :

| cdnuolt blveiee dht | cluod aulacity uesdnatnrdait | was
rdanieg. Aoccdrnig to smoe rsecerah at Cbamrgide Uinervtisy
|t d e 0 s niowaht ondiréhe {tetres in a vod are, the
olny iprmoatnt tihng is dht the frist and Isat Iteter be in the
rghit pclae The rset can be a taotl mses and you can slitl raed
wohutit a porbelm. ihs is bcuseae the hmaun mnid deos not
raed ervey lteterybistlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Azmanig
yes? And | awlyas tohuhgt sleplnig was ipmorantt!

Quoting Shakespeare
If you cannot understand my argument and dedlateg s Gr e eyku ate guotmg
Shakespeare. If you claim to b®re sinned against than  sinning , you are quoting
Shakespeare. If you aotore in sorrow than in anger , if your wishis father to
the thought , if your lost property hawanished into thin air , you are quoting
Shakespeare. If you have evefused to budge an inch  or suffered fromgreen -
eyed jealousy , if you haveplayed fast and loose, if you have beetongue -tied o
a tower of strength & hoodwinked orin a pickle, if you haveknitted your
brows & made a virtue of necessity , insisted onfair play & slept not one
wink Ostood on cerem ony i danced attendance on yourlord and master 0
laughed yourself into stitches, hadshort shrift 0 cold comfort or too much
of a good thing ; if you haveseen better days orlivedi n a f ool gwhypar
be that as it maythe more fool you for it is a forgone conclusion that you areas
good luck would have it , quoting Shakespeare. If you think itearly days and
clear outbag and baggage , if you thinkit is high time and thatthat is the long
and short of it , if you believe thatheg a me @ sanduhattruth will out , even if it
involves yourown flesh and blood ; if you lie low till the crack of doom because
you suspectoul play , if you haveteeth set on edge at one fell swoop T without
rhyme or reason , thento give the devil his due if the truth were known for
surely you have gongue in your head , you are quoting Shakespeare. Even if you bid
megood riddance andsend me packing , if you wish | wasdead as a doornail ,
if you think | aman eyesore 0 a laughing stock - thedevil incarnate 1 a stony -
hearted villain 6 bloody -minded or ablinking idiot, thenby Jove 6 O Lord 6
tut, tutt 6f or g o o d n edswhat thes diékens! O but me no buts ditis
all one to me , for you are quoting Shakespeare.

Bernard Levin
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