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We promised you sugar and spice ...

and we think thatdbs what we gave y
The very inviting tables set the scene for the whole afternoon . The
buffet was superb o6/ n fact, peopl e were que
while some folk were still in line the first time around! (We will try

to forestall this from happening next time.) The quiz was a fun
accompaniment to the meal before we all settled down to be
ent ertai ned by t he del i ght ful gr
continued afterwards, encouraged by plentiful cups of tea.

From Catherine Miller i | found this a very enjoyab
so was the singing. I shared a tabl e wi
get to know them better. This was, of course, in addition to meeting old friends. The quiz
was a geat icebreaker and good fun. Thanks to all of those people who put so much worl
i nto organizing the whole successful eve
Shirley Listerwr ot e : i | would I|Ii ke to add my t
which went into the Summer Party. The foodasvgood and the entertainment by
ADul ci mao excell ent. Both my husband and
An email fromMarianne Shelley e a d : A | really enjoyed tF
great fun and broke the ice for more shy members.fdb@& was good and | managed to
get more than my fair share of the wine! Congratulations and thanks to all the member
who arranged it all o.

JUST TO PROVE THAT WE NEVER SERVE UP THE SAME THING
TWICE, WE INVITE YOU TO OUR AUTUMN SHINDIG -

A FISH & CHIP Q UlZ NIGHT
On Wednesday, 26" October 6.30pm 8 9.30pm
at the Blandford Parish Centre

Full details are on the enclosed invitation and all we ask you to do is
to book by the 19" October as food has to be ordered in advance.

Roll up! Roll up! Appetites and brainboxes at the ready!



CHAI RMANGS NOTE

When you read these Notes it will be September, but they v

written whilst | sat out in the garden enjoying some Au
sunshine surrounded by glorious summer colour, fluttef ===
butterflies and arsiew of busy swallows swooping up an mse, % 3
lunch in the neighbouring field. | hope you too had the chag;' )
this summer to just sit back and relish the day!

When | opted to give up fu.
ager 0, I never |shlldbgsomeyl Theteare alvl/aysfthe dadyachotes
to be completed and the dog to be walked (good time to have a think!), the garden to &
pottered in and family to see, not to mention holiday plans and outings with friends to be
finalized. For the lascouple of years | have added to this list USA committee and county
meetings plus now planning the programme for two of our interest groups, so it is lovely
to have the opportunity every fortnight to join the ladies of one of our craft groups for an
aftemoon of effortless chat whilst we knit, stitch and generally put the world to rights.

This | now know is what U3A is all about: learning something new, trying out a new
hobby or just being in the company of kk@nded people doing something you are all
interested in éé and making friends and

Tal king of which, what a great afternoo
together in early July when the Blandforérish Centre buzzed with conversation and
laughter, heaved with sighs of appreciation after lunch and rang to the sound of lou
applause when we were beautifully enter
y 0 uds tolgo to Pat Ashworth for aalinating the arrangements for a lovely afternoon.

Dondt forget t o ma lofethese evertst @ next@penyMeetingatd i a
Durweston Village Hall which will be offriday 30" September Next up isa Fish &

Chip Quiz Night at the Blandford Parish Centre on Wednesday 26 October (see the
invitation enclosed with this Newsletter for full details).

The backbone of any U3A newsletter is the diverse range of news reports from around t
groups, and then there are the notices of upcoming evedtsnaaddition snippets of
useful information that have been passed on to Thelma, our edltetma tells me she is
delighted with the response she has received to her appeals for holiday stories ar
accounts of interesting trips and outings, which appe#his issue. Keep them coming!
There is still one more Newsletter before the year is out.

Enjoy the autumn months andbbk forward to seeing you on Friday, 38eptember.

Christine

** The 2012 U3A dary is now available, price £2. These will besaieat the September
Open Meeting andwill be happy to reorder more if required.
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WHO WAS THE SPY FROM TISBURY'?

It was a sunny afternoon during Wimbledon week with a good match on TV, yet
over 70 people attended our Open Meeting in June to heausinated talk by Dr Yvonne

Varl ey, a retired Gener al Practioner,
di sappointed. Yvonneds enthusiasm for he
says, s h e h a sfpundoconefart artceémahantypnentin iadingfithe works
Leeds born author Arthur Ransome, who wroteSivallows and Amazomsgries of books
f or cHhislodrneod we knew the identity of Yv.

When Yvonnecame to live near Shaftesbury, she was surprised to distioate
Ransome had lived at Hatch, near Tisbury, with his wife Ivy and daughter Tabitha, renting
Manor Farm from 1911 to 1924. On enquirifugther, Yvonnediscovered thaalthough
Ransome loved his daughtéearly, he had a disastrousationship with 8 wife, who
constantly thwarted his writing ambitions.

In 1913, Lord Alfred Douglas sued Ransome avéiographyhe had writterabout
Oscar Wilde.Although the court case was decided in his favour, this traumatic incident
was the last straw inthe anxiedyf Ransomeds | ife and ha&a | e
long way to go to escape from an unhappy marriage!

He felt at home in Russia, where he could fish, play chess and write without
interruption. He taught himself Russjamut missing Tabitha, hestlurned home after six
months. Bit life with lvy remained intolerable and heent backio Russia at the outbak
of the First World War, offerindnis services to the Foreign Office. He became the War
Correspondent of the Daily News and later the Manch&iiardian.

He observed the problems of Russian Society and the political situation and wrote
about them objectively. When he was able to get back to England, he gave insights to tt
British Government, who were not always pgpwith the intelligence he ingsted.
However, because Hed become closely associated with Trotsky and Lewith, whom
he played chesansome was persuaded to work for MI6 as Agent 76, with the brief of
getting information from them.

As well as keeping company with Lenin and TkgtsRan®me became intimate
with the | atterds secretary, Evgeni a She
a fAdouble agento. Il n 1919, unhappy abol
escaped and together with Evgenaambarkedon a dagerous journeyinto Estonia,
carryingvaluables for the Commusts to finance Socialist ideals worldwide.

In 1924, Ivy agreed to divorce Ransome and he returned to England with his nev
wife, Evgenia. They lived in the Lake District Rans o me 6 s e,owvhdrelhgdven o d
up journalism to writePublished in 1930Swallows and Amazonsas the first of the

hugely popul ar chil drends ser i ethe fifstoever wh
Carnegi e Medal for Childrends Literatur e

He died in 1967 and hisooks are still in print. The Arthur Ransome Society has a
worldwide membershipk eepi ng alive for todayos cl

portrayed in hiswritng s omet hi ng very c¢close to Yvonn
Yvonne told us that she had recently paidsit to Manor Farm, near Tisbury, when
the present owners kindly allowed her to see around iRsigwivilege, she said.
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A MISCELLANY

Thisistot t he | ast Newsl etter of the vyear |
back? In the summer issuege reported on the formation oine new groups, some of
which are spinoffs from the WWD Exhibition in March. All of these groups have taken off
and are blossominig see Group News on pages 6, 7, 16, 17, 19, 20 and 22 and we exten:
our heartfelt thanks ttheir leaders for their enthusiasm. These pages include reports from
most of the fAold timerso and t hheasvedheaddto o
from: Art Appreciation, Astronomy, Book Group, Craft Il, Geology, German, Radio
Comedy, Recorder or Virtual Computsowegr c
hope they will bring us upo-date with their activities for the next issue.

But th is is good news!

Since the last Newsletter, we are delighted to report on another pd$EMIEGROUP. A

newly joined membei Val Hodgei is happy to start a group callédP o eitreaging,

wr i ti ng anThettle says & all and wehope it wallrike a chord with many of

you. Hopefully, Val will be at the next Open Meeting orl" ®eptember ready to answer
your questions. Val is a brave lady, starting a group when she herself is new so we hoy
she will get some wellleserved encouragement. n@t Val on07511 522909 (mobile)
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A bi g wel come o é.
eé al l new member s, i e those joining si
Member sé Coffee Md"OntobergThimina gktat mppartynjty talndeet
other new members, as well a®sk who may already have become friends. Invitations
will be sent out to new members nearer the time. But please do make a note in your diarit
now.

Donét forget those other coffee mor
We would like to see more people at our regular tmmthly cdfee morningsi 2™
Tuesday, 11.00am at The Wheatsheaf dh@iuesday, same time at The Crown. Take the
weight off your feet after shopping and enjoy a drink and a chat with friends.

Hints and Tips J a column suggested by Janet Miller

1. All of us at tines require the services ofa@iable plumber, electrician, gardener, odd

job man, cleaner but where do you find these treasures? Angela suggests that if you
know of one/some whom you could recommend, send YOUR contact details to the Edito
and they willbe printed in the next issue. We could not publish the tnpeegl® s n a me
as this would be a form of advertising. Many tharksgela Warsany.

2. Nongeographical telephone numbers, such as 0870, are notoriously expensive t
phone. Go tovww.saynoto0870.conwhere the geographic telephone numbers of-well
known companies are listed. Thelma Wood



NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROUPS

French and Spanish | hope all those in the groups who have done 'practicals’ this
'summer’ (for want of a more accurate term) have been highly interactive anc
communicative, helping to dispel the notion that we Brits are as monolingual and
chauvinistic as maniidwest Am*****ns or provincial Fr****h, There is some excuse

for the Chinese who were used to speaking vertically, or Arabic speakers always talkins
backwards. Maybe some members will manage to get together around someone's lapt
and use some of the ptéal and ever improving language learning mieteon BBC and
other websitesintil my projected return from increasingly Hispanic parts in November.

lan Taylor 3480334

AVeill | 6Angl ai s avec son sangd:forTahhied e & a
Englishman with his wusual Dbl oomi mé col do

Italian: It is now almost a year since the lItalian group reformed and we continue to mee
on the first and third Thursday of the month. We use a variety of material to help our
comprehension of the language. The main structure of the meetings is based on the BE
Il talian Tal k2, comprising a textbook an
also raises some grammar points and includes some more informal language, as it mig
be encountered in Italy. This is reinforced using various texts from other sources

New members with some knowledge of Italian would be welcome. We would also
appreciate the help of someone who has some fluency in spoken Italian to help us devel

our conversational skills. Angela Warsany 8861149

Begi nner dlte Goup aas gone well in its first four months.  With enthusiasm
and hard work, we have got to grips with conjugations, tenses, declensions an
prepositions. We have wondered at the vast number of derivative words in our own an
other languages and enjayé all. Fascinating stuff and we look forward to delights yet

to come. Gill Jackson

ARome did not create a great empire by
who di sagreed with themo.

Craft Group I: Way back in February, Mari e Harr
hell ebores i n fl ower and daffodils in bu
the WWD Exhibition. Both of these are

members for contbuting their lovely items and making the display so colourful. As a
person who was never taught to sew, | was asked all kind of questions! All items were
suitably admired and photographs taken. The Group continues to thrive and they enjo
their afternoonsa t each otheros houseso. Mar i e
overheard when visiting Waddesdon Manor recently. In a room hung with huge tapestries
a member of the public was heard to say

knitanothemneo. As Mari e says, ft heMame Matrisb og g
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NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE GROURPS (continued)

Walking Groups
Group A Walks

The May walk was dthere and badkwalk from Badbury Rings to Witchampton.
Geoff and Sally lead this walk and | am told spent some time in the Café at Witchamptot
which is a community shop and café set up by volunteers in the village. There is a larg
car park and the shop and café are worth a visit.

The walk in Jue took us to the Kennet and Avon Canal where Geoff Barnett
kindly arranged for his narrow boat to be used as transport for the sick and weary and as
café for the hungry. We started off in heavy rain to Bathampton where the sun shone and
meal was availsle atérhe Georgéa canal side Pub. We nearly had a disaster when one
of our ladies decided to jump onto the end of a swing bridge to assist in opening the bridg
for the passage of the narrow boat. We are glad to report that she made it onto the brid
with some nifty footwork and avoided getting even wetter than in the rain. We had a supe
day. Many thanks to Geoff and Sally.

In July we enjoyed a circulawalk from 6 fie Cock and Bottte Morden around
East and West Morden. There was a &rount of road walking through two interesting
villages, passing annusual Church whighn design seemed out of keeping with the tiny
village which it served. The walk ended where we began,antink or lunch.

John Draper

Strollers Walks

Thesewalks have had a mixed responrssometimes they are well attended and at others
the response has been polor one casethere was only meOn arother, just Geoff and
me. | am happy to lead these walks but do get disappointed whenenlmothers to turn
up. Whatam | doing wrong ?. ANY IDEAS OR SUGGESTIONS PLEASE. | am sure that

we can all benefit from atroll in the country. John Draper 3455356

Lunch Club: The Lunch Club is still going well with a good attendance at all meetings.
Numbers are always lower mugustthan in other monthd.think there must be a lot of
granddildren who need minding during the school holidays.

John Draper 8455356
Away Days: | am still happyto organise a three or four dadway Trip if enough
membersareinterested to make it viable. If you would like to go somewhere next May
me know. Off the top of my headlwas thinking ofthe Longmynd area in Shropshire or
once again Cornwall. Please bear in mind thavehto organise the coach, the hotal an
the itinerary but, unlike a Holiday Company, | oah book these items in advance and
then try to sell seats. | have to have firm numbers to ensure that the trip is viable before

start paying deposits out of my own pocket. Contact meJo/in Draper 0 455356

(Perhaps we should calliEBdhi s nThe



SPLENDOURS OF THE MID-WEST (the first of our travel stories)

Saying that you have been to America is like saying you have been to Europe
During my working life 1 was fortunate enough to make brief visits to many of its more
notable cities, visits that whetted my appetite to see more. Since retiring | have had th
time to exploreandever since a trip to Boulder some 30 years, &¢paveharkered after a
return visit to the Rocky Mountains to complete an unfulfiled quest to find the
Continental Divide.

Nearly 5,000 miles is a long way to fly with only one objective, so | looked at
various offerings to see what else there was of interestthidd be incorporated in a trip
to Denver. In the end | made my own plan, a variation of the advertised trips. We woulc
start and end in Denver taking a round trip of eleven national parks and memorials
Research based on the time of year, climate,niogetimes and availability of
accommodation indicated that the whole trip would have to be fixed round Yellowstone
NP which is only open for two and a half months of the year. In the event, several of the
park roads opened later in the year than usu@dwolg a particularly severe winter in
which 700 feet of snow had fallen.

Working from guide books and dme maps, | planned out a route and booked all
the accommodation in advance. Having driven in the US, | knew how good the roac
would be, how much &s traffic there would be and how much less aggressive the drivers
would be. In the event | drove a total of 2795 miles in 18 days, a figure that would be
exhausting in our overcrowded island, but there felt it well within my capabilities.

| could only describe the awesome scenery that we saw by showing you the

photographs, and even then you would not appreciate the incredible scale. It was lik
living in a film set; in fact many of the places had featured in filrtfsose gritty Westerns
of old and thewilderness epics. We visited:

1. Colorado National Monumeritdespite its name this is a park, near Grand Junction,
within which we saw small versions of many of the landscapes that later parks
specialised in.

2. Arches National Park perhaps the most awesorokall for scenery, full of those
big red rock formations that feature in John Wayne movies.

3. Canyonlands National Parkeverybody knows about the Grand Canyon but further
up the Colorado River, where it is joined by the Green River, there are enormous
canyons carved into the landscape and each looking big enough to swallow up
medium sized town.

4. Dead Horse Point State Pdrka smaller park, at a mere 5,200 acres, this also has
stunning views of the Colorado River canyons. The name comes from theatact th
its shape as a promontory with canyons on all sides made it useful for rounding uy
and corralling wild horses. Then on one occasion several hundred horse were le
there without water and their thirst drove them to leap into the canyons to their
deaths

5. Salt Lake Cityi like no other city on earth. Street made wide enough to allow a
cart pulled by oxen to do a-turn, small red flags provided at crossing for
pedestrians to wave in the air to avoid beingauar, the Mormon temple, where
we heard a rect a | on the biggest organ t hat
lake and the deepest opeast mine in the world.
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6. Grand Teton National Park for me the least exciting because it felt like
Switzerland, but lovely nonetheless.

7. Yellowstone National R& 1 an amazing place that you could spend a month in and
not see all of It . First we | ooked
walked round, starting with Old Faithfull. Then we went to the Yellowstone
Canyon and climbed down a 500 footnrtadder to get the best view of the fdlls
not so bad on the way down but frequent stops were needed on the way up becau
of the 8,000 feet altitude. Finally we looked for wildlife and saw golden eagles,
nesting osprey, bison, elk and numerous smalhtcires. It was here that | finally
found the Continental Divide in the shape of a lake one end of which drained into
the Pacific and the other into the Gulf of Mexico.

8. Beartooth Highwayi the famous route out of Yellowstone the North East that
only cleared of snow a week before we go there. It climbs to nearly 11,000 feet anc
offers fantastic view over the snesovered mountains.

9. Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monumernt where Custer made his last stand
and where tare are now monuments to both tffeCavalry and the Indians.

10Devi |l 6s Tower Niaa strangeardck fMfmatian retecking 867 feet
straight up from the plains.

11.Mount Rushmore National Parkshere is a place where you can only grasp the size
of the carved head of the presidents by seeing them. We were fortunate enough
be there on the day when the only known living survivor of the men who did the
carving was celebrating his tQﬁ)irthday'l' he had been 17 when he worked there.

12 Crazy Horsd a stange attempt to carve an Indian memorial in the black hills. 1
doubt that it will ever be finished but the site had many interesting displays of
Indian history, artefacts and crafts.

13.Bears USAI a nature reserve where we saw bears from the safety chmir We
never found them in Yellowstone which was just as well since a man was killed by
a Grizzly mother protecting her cubs two days after we left!

14 Wind Cave National Park we took a brief tour into caves the explored portions of
which run to 184 mile.

15.Rocky Mountain National Park and finally | made it back to the Rockies. The 48
mile long Trail Ridge Road, which rises to over 12,000 feet, took six hours to drive
with frequent stops to view alpine flower meadows, the Summer Never Comes
Mountains, t¢pciated valleys straight out of my old school tbrbk, grazing elk,
soaring eagles, and more examples of the Continental Divide.

All the parks are incredibly well organised with visitdcgntres, trail guides and turn
offs at frequent intervals alonbd roadsOn seeing the splendours thamnericanshave
on their doorsteps | can understand why less than a quarter of them have passports.

Would | do it again? Yes, but | would plan it differently. The temperature range from
106°F in the Canyonlands toelow freezing overnight in Yellowstone, with everything in
between, was too great for comfort, and required packing clothes for all weathers. | woul
recommend taking two trips; one in the sumnorthwards) and thether in spring

(southwards). Val Downes



Note from Editor: This [ ssue [ s a oBdiiionasse | |
Christine sarid I n her oChairmanés
response | have had to my appeal for some holiday stories and
accounts of trips you have been on. They make great reading and |

am sure will gi ve pleasure to all. Many thanks to those contributors.

THE MEDIAEVAL CITY OF CARCASSONNE

| had long wanted to go to Carcassoramel wasrecentlylucky enough to spend
several days in and around both the Mediaeval City (La Cité) and the slightly less old tow
(La Bastide).

The skyline of La Cité (or Citadel) is enough to set the imagination racing; with
fairy tale towers in a lmautiful setting above the River Aude, between the soapped
Pyrenees to the south and the Montaigne Noire to the north, you have (with the aid c
some careful restoration) everything such an engaging historical monument should hav:
But the history bLa Cité is no fairy tale, dating back from before Roman times to the
Crusaders intent on the extermination of the Cathars in 1209 and further conflicts an
sieges in the following centuries. This now picturesque place has a most violent history.

On enering the Citadel through La Porte Narbonnaise, up a steep cobbled street
one is reminded of Mont St Michel. Once inside, there is plenty in the old city to see,
including the Basilica of St Nazaire and St Celse, the prison, the Archaeological Museun
and the Chateau Comtal, the home of the ruling Trenceval family in thead@ 13’
centuries. The place names of some squares and streets alluding to wells underline t
importance of water and it was, in fact, due to the lack of water that the Citasleinable
to withstand the assaults by the Crusaders. The fortifications and ramparts with thei
numerous towers, the Lists and many mediaeval and later buildings are there to b
explored.

And yet, today, La Cité has become a living city once morejtalith a different
ambience from days of old. Shaded squares filled with cafes and shops (of varyini
guality) cater for tourists from al/l OV ¢
little uneasily in such an historic setting, it allows treginal Carcassonne to live and be
enjoyed, instead of becoming a ruin. Spending time there in the quiet of the evenin
brings another dimension, when the clamour of the daytime has gone and peace descenc

As always, some background reading pays éwds and it does no harm to be
reminded of the terrible massacres that happened here and at the other Cathar Castle:
the Languedoc (all in the name of religion); unbelievable as it may seem as one happil
sips a glass of Rosé in the sunshine.

We left avisit to the Chateau Comtal for our last day, only to find that it was closed

due to a strike! How very French, but
vi eo! Gill Jackson
Alt6s heopace of | ife that concer ns Ama., [
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